RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
few minutes kept beating it out with one finger, then he said he thought he could play it.   He did so, and she sang I her song. ^
When I went to the Owens College, I intended to take three years over die Engineering Course.   Actually I remained at the College for five years.   At the end of my second year my father died, when he was only thirty-nine, and the idea of my becoming an engineer had to be given up, as my mother could not afford the very large premium required for me to become an apprentice, which was the only avenue to the profession in those days.    I had won some small scholarships which helped to pay the fees, and it was determined that I had better finish the three years' course, and obtain the certificate of engineering granted to those who had passed through the course to the satisfaction of the authorities.  This I did, and got, besides the certificate, a scholarship in engineering and a prize for an essay on some engineering subject.   This was the end of my career as an engineer, for Professor Barker advised me to stay at the College for another year and go on with mathematics and physics, and then try for an entrance scholarship at Trinity College, Cambridge.   This was another turning-point in my career, for I had never thought of the possibility of going to Cambridge.   The proposal was very attractive to me, for throughout the engineering course the subjects which interested me most, and in which I had done best, were mathematics and physics.  I stayed on at the College, taking the higher classes in mathematics and physics and working at the physical laboratory. I tried in the spring of 1875 for an entrance scholarship at Trinity College, Cambridge : except for the examinations at the end of each course of lectures, this was the first time I had been in for an examina-30